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This year marks the twenty-厁�fth
anniversary of the death of Josep Ferrater
Mora, arguably the most important Catalan
philosopher of the twentieth century and
one of the most remarkable intellectuals to
have lived in exile.

Ferrater Mora studied Philosophy at the University of Barcelona
between 1932 and 1936. At the outbreak of the Spanish Civil War
he fought at the front on the Republican side, before being
wounded and subsequently forced into exile in 1939. He found
refuge 厁�rst in France, then in Cuba (1939-41), Chile (1941-47) and
厁�nally the USA. In 1949 he obtained a post at Bryn Mawr College
(Pennsylvania), where he taught philosophy until 1981. Throughout
his distinguished career Ferrater Mora was a guest lecturer at
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many American and European universities and was awarded an
Honorary Doctorate by some of these institutions. Although he
always closely followed events in Spain, Ferrater Mora never again
took up permanent residence here.

Exile played a key role in Ferrater Mora’s professional and private
life. Not in a tragic sense, however, which is typically the case. For
Ferrater Mora, in keeping with what Josep Pla wrote of the
philosopher in his celebrated portrait of him in the series
Homenots, exile was ‘extremely fruitful and greatly eꀓcient’.
Ferrater Mora was obsessed with always looking ahead (he never
wrote a memoir and disliked wallowing in the past) and, like the
philologist Joan Coromines, was able to capitalize on the
opportunities the host country o蜡ered him. His work is proof of
this.

Ferrater Mora’s legacy in philosophy is extraordinary for a number
of reasons. I would like to highlight two. First, even though his work
was continually evolving and being reviewed (he characterized it as
an ‘open system’ and, indeed, this was the title of the seminar he
gave in 1989 to inaugurate the Ferrater Mora Chair in Girona), it
also constitutes a solid, distinctive body of work. There are
philosophers who excel in having a unique way of thinking, but that
do not give us much of an idea of the intellectual period in which
they lived. There are others, however, who provide us with a useful
image of the time in which they lived but who stand out for failing
to have said anything original. This is not the case with Ferrater
Mora. His work allows us to do both at once: immerse ourselves in
the fundamental intuitions of the author and his style and at the
same time observe the changes experienced by philosophy over
most of the last century. His work acts as both a voice and a
testimony.

Ferrater Mora has a unique philosophical insight that is
characterized by being constantly alert to changes and
developments occurring in the philosophical and scienti厁�c
discussions of the moment

Indeed, Ferrater Mora has a unique philosophical insight. It is a
thought that is characterized, among other things, by being
constantly alert to changes and developments occurring in the
philosophical and scienti厁�c discussions of the moment. For
example, he introduced applied ethics to Spain in the early 1980s
(see Ética aplicada [Applied Ethics], 1981), in conjunction with
Priscilla Cohn. And before that he made a major contribution to
introducing the study of formal logic (see Lógica matemática
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[Mathematical Logic], 1955) to Spain. This attention to
developments and changes in the discipline is clearly evident in the
evolution of his intellectual interests and how he approached
them. In the early phase of his philosophical output, Ferrater Mora
aligned himself with the currents which dominated the European
continent until the mid-twentieth century, phenomenology and
existentialism in particular. During his exile in the US, however, he
fully immersed himself in the so-called Anglo-Saxon analytical
philosophy. Ferrater Mora’s ‘continental’ baggage and his
‘analytical’ approach profoundly a蜡ected the way in which he
conducted philosophy. In this style, particular attention is paid to
the ‘way of doing’ philosophy and the use of language. In fact, his
poet friend Joan Oliver (also known by the pseudonym ‘Pere
Quart’), with whom he maintained an ongoing correspondence
over many years, called Ferrater Mora, ‘a philosopher who loves
language almost as much as a poet. To be sure, his love of
language is a thinker’s love’.

This concern for changes in knowledge and the way of doing
philosophy, however, did not prevent Ferrater Mora from
producing work containing his own original thoughts. According to
Ferrater Mora, one can 厁�nd the essential part of his thoughts in his
essays El ser y la muerte [Being and Death] (1962), De la materia a la
razón [From Matter to Reason] (1979), Fundamentos de 厁�losofía
[Foundations of Philosophy] (1985, a reformulation of El ser y el
sentido of 1967), Indagaciones sobre el lenguaje [Enquiries into
Language] (1970) and his long prologue to Ética aplicada [Applied
Ethics] (1981). His most signi厁�cant contribution to philosophical
thought is his commitment to so-called ‘integrationism’. In the
de厁�nition provided by the most recent edition of his Diccionario de
Filosofía [Dictionary of Philosophy], Ferrater Mora states that
integrationism is ‘both a method and a philosophical point of view’
that had passed through di蜡erent phases. In his later period he
identi厁�ed with an ‘interest in the analysis of certain concepts in
order to show that, in certain basic instances, two concepts can be
opposed and, at the same time be complementary’. This,
essentially methodological approach was based on an assumption
in which realities (physical, organic, mental entities, human action,
institutions and so on) are irreducible in themselves, yet form a
continuous materialistic foundation.

A second reason why Ferrater Mora’s legacy is extraordinary is due
to the instrumental nature of his written work. His Dictionary of
Philosophy is of particular interest. A colossal work that was 厁�rst
published in Mexico in 1941 and eventually consisted of four
volumes. It is the most comprehensive dictionary on philosophical
matters ever written by a single individual. Seven editions have so
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far been published, the most recent, in 1994, being an expanded
edition -at the hands of Josep M. Terricabras- and reprinted on
numerous occasions. Even today, every self-respecting student of
philosophy has a copy on their bookshelf. It is a vital addition to
any university library. Ferrater Mora dedicated a sustained e蜡ort to
his Dictionary throughout his career, spanning many decades. It
goes without saying that it was not his favourite work. It even came
to be an unwanted obligation. He once wrote that, ‘it is not merely
a reference book: it is, if I may be so bold, a kind of “universe” of
which I am unable to rid myself forever more, like a cumbersome
burden’. What is undeniable is that the book was his life. And as
such, it is therefore the work that allows us to get closer -or with
less ambiguity- to Ferrater Mora’s personality. A personality that
some see as typically Catalan. It is of note that, in 1944, he
published Les formes de la vida catalana [The Forms of Catalan Life],
a surprisingly successful work, which associates Catalan identity
with traits of continuity, wisdom, moderation and irony.

His Dictionary of Philosophy is of particular interest. A
colossal work that was 厁�rst published in Mexico in 1941.

When the writer Josep Pla paid Ferrater Mora a visit in the autumn
of 1963 he recalled that the famous historian Américo Castro, also
exiled in the US, always said that a work like the Dictionary could
only have been written by a Catalan, ‘in other words, a grafter
endowed with an almost morbid, granitelike determination’. To
which Ferrater Mora replied, ‘Maybe it’s not so strange. What
seems clear is that in general Catalans have a strong work ethic -
speci厁�cally akin to an artisan. Catalans have the background of a
craftsman. I was born on Princess Street, in a working-class
neighbourhood. It shapes one’s character’.

Death surprised Ferrater Mora in Barcelona (on a visit to promote
his latest novel, La señorita Goldie) on 31 January 1991, the same
city in which he was born on 30 October 1912.

About Joan Vergés Gifra   1 Article

(Banyoles, 1972) Professor of Political
Philosophy at the Universitat de Girona
and Director of the Ferrater Mora Chair
of Contemporary Thought. He has been
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Consultant Professor at the UOC (Open University of
Catalonia, Humanities), Adjunct Professor at the UAB
(Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Humanities) and
Visiting Professor at the UPF (Universitat Pompeu Fabra,
Barcelona, Political Sciences). A Visiting Fellow at the
University of Harvard (1997-98) and Visiting Scholar at the
University of Oxford (1999).
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Què és el seny català?
El filòsof Ferrater Mora va escriure sobre el seny i el vinculava a la gosadia i la
fermesa | Per Joan Vergés (UdG), el seny és la manera amb què actuem per
assolir un objectiu, com pot ser la independència

El seny s'ha convertit en una de les paraules més emprades en aquesta campanya electoral.
Recorren a ella partits, organitzacions empresarials i sectors de la gentry, alarmats davant d'un
panorama que, per primer cop des dels inicis de la transició, esdevé ple d'interrogants. El seny és
com un talismà al qual s'aferren els segments de la societat civil que no saben, per primera
vegada en molts anys, cap on anem. A falta d'un déu que no respon, en els grans despatxos
s'invoca el seny. En alguns centres financers, el seny apareix com l'últim salconduit d'un ordre
assetjat. El seny corre pels salons del Palace enmig del neguit de rostres encorbatats. El seny
és un canapè.   

Fa uns dies, en un esmorzar en un hotel de la ciutat de Barcelona, un periodista veterà arribava
alarmat a la conferència d'un dels candidats a les eleccions del 27-S. «Quasi tots els candidats
semblen tocats del bolet!», deia convençut. «El país està perdent el seny».
 
El seny és el contrari de gosadia, afirmació, creativitat i risc? Un dels pensadors que van estudiar
el concepte de seny va ser el filòsof Josep Ferrater Mora (1912-91). Al seu assaig «Les formes de
la vida catalana», té un capítol dedicat al seny. Home de matisos, lluny de radicalismes, afirmava
que el seny implicava prudència, circumspecció, discreció i enteniment. Ferrater Mora diferenciava,
curiosament, seny i sentit comú. El sentit comú, per ell, suposa l'eliminació de l'ideal, i condueix
a la rutina i la incapacitat d'imaginar. El seny, en canvi, es vincula a la fermesa d'esperit, la
constància i la serenor.

Per Ferrater Mora, «el seny no exclou, sinó que moltes vegades postula l'atreviment i la gosadia».
Segons ell, «l'autèntic seny no es limita a perseguir el que és més accessible, les realitats
quotidianes i immediates. L'autèntic seny -escrivia el filòsof- és perseguir el que és just, el
convenient i correcte, encara que aquesta persecució sigui en alguns instants l'acció més
insensata que un pugui imaginar».

El filòsof Joan Vergés, director de la Càtedra Ferrater Mora de la Universitat de Girona (UdG), ens
explica el que ell considera que és el seny: «Per mi, implica sospesar les coses, però pot vincular-
se a empreses de risc. Un fons d'inversió pot actuar amb seny, si valora totes les opcions i actua
després d'avaluar tots els factors. El seny -assegura Joan Vergés- vol dir l'actitud ponderada
que adoptem quan treballem per assolir un objectiu. És el com, no el què d'una empresa que
engeguem».

Pel professor de la UdG, «sovint s'utilitza el concepte de seny per d'una manera que genera
confusió. Ningú té el patrimoni del seny. No crec que es pugui afirmar que l'objectiu de la
independència de Catalunya sigui, en ell mateix, poc assenyat. En tot cas, el seny és la manera
en què s'ha d'actuar per assolir-ho».
 
Totes les notícies d'UDC de les eleccions del 27-S

Totes les notícies de les eleccions al Parlament 2015 27-S

Enquestòmetre: tots els sondejos de les eleccions del 27-S

Pàgina 1 de 2
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